
 

 
Dear Musicians,  
 
Please see this document for the audition materials for the Fall 2026 Band Area. We have an exciting year 
ahead of us and I cannot wait for things to get started in August. Let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Auditions will take place August 16-18th and a Google Form will be sent out to sign up for a time later on 
in the summer. The auditions will take place in the band room (or a designated space) in McCorkle. Our 
first Wind Ensemble rehearsal will be on Wednesday, August 19, 5:05-7:05PM.  
 
The audition will determine which ensemble you are placed in. It is important to prepare thoroughly. We 
have the Mercer University Wind Ensemble and the University Band as large ensembles in the band area. 
 
Here are a few tips as you’re preparing these excerpts. Please do the following:  

-​ Practice slowly and work the tempo up incrementally with a metronome  
-​ Take a private lesson on the excerpts, if necessary 
-​ Do a consistent warm-up; be sure that you are in great shape 
-​ Be sure to have prepared these excerpts prior to marching band camp - there will be significant 

demands on your time and chops prior to the start of the semester. Pace yourself  
-​ Record yourself, listen to recordings  
-​ Be sure your instrument is in good working order and you have great reeds, mallet options, etc.  
-​ Study the rhythm - make sure you are learning things correctly from the beginning 
-​ Play with great tone and expression  

 
We have a lot of great music to make this year and I look forward to seeing you soon! Enjoy the rest of 
your summer!  
 
Dr. Braddock  
braddock_ba@mercer.edu 
Director of Bands 
Coordinator of Music Education  
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Flute 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice 
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Yiddish Dances by Adam Gorb, Movement 1: Mm. 3-12 
4.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes by Ryan Lindveit  
5.​ Carmen: Prelude to Act III - Intermezzo by Bizet: Mm. 3-23 (between the red marks) 
6.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2 

 



 

Excerpt 3: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Oboe 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice (Sophomore+ - 2 octave scales up to High F) 
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Yiddish Dances by Adam Gorb, Mm. 1-14 
4.​ Symphony No. 2, Mvt. 3 by Brahms, Mm. 1-26 
5.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes by Ryan Lindveit, Mm. 5-20 
6.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2 

 

 

 



 

Excerpt 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Bassoon 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice (up to High B-flat) 
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes by Ryan Lindveit, Mm. 4-20 (skip multi-measure rests)  
4.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes by Ryan Lindviet, Mm. Mm. 89-103 (skip multi-measure rests) 
5.​ Symphony No. 4, Movement 2 by Tchaikovsky, Mm. 274-end  
6.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1:  

 
Excerpt 2:  
 

 



 

Excerpt 3:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bb Clarinet (Music majors audition on clarinet) 
*To be considered for principal, please prepare the Rhapsody in Blue Excerpt 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice: please select at least one 3-octave scale (E, F, F#, G)  
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes by Ryan Lindveit, Mm. 5-20 
4.​ Optional: Rhapsody in Blue, Gershwin/Hunsburger 
5.​ (all) Yiddish Dances, Movement 1, Mm. 1-15 
4.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1:  

 
Excerpt 2: Gershwin  

 



 

Excerpt 3: Gorb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bass Clarinet 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice 
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Symphonic Dances from West Side Story by Bernstein/Lavendar 
4.​ Rhapsody in Blue by Gershwin/Hunsburger  
5.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1:  

 
Excerpt 2:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Saxophones (Audition on Alto Sax) 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice 
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Yiddish Dances, Mvt. 2, Square 15 - Square 16 
4.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes, pickup to F-G 
5.​ Makris, Aegean Festival Overture (all)  
6.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Excerpt 2: Quarter Note = 160 

 
Excerpt 3:  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Trumpet/Cornet 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice 
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Yiddish Dances by Gorb, Movement 2, Pick-ups to Square 19-Square 21 
4.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes by Ryan Lindveit, Letter M - M. 160 (skip multi measure rests) 
5.​ Optional: To be considered for principal/first parts: Prelude by Shostakovich/Reynolds 

a.​ Pick-up to 19-27 
6.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1 

 

 



 

Excerpt 2 

 

Excerpt 3  

 



 

Horn 

1.​ 2 major scales of your choice 
2.​ Chromatic scale (full range) 
3.​ Yiddish Dances, Movement 2, Square 17-Square 19 (at the end of the last last measure) 
4.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes, Letter K-Letter L 
5.​ Symphony No. 4, Movement 1, Tchaikovsky  
6.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

Excerpt 1 

 

Excerpt 2 

 



 

Excerpt 3:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Tenor Trombone 
 
1. 2 major scales of your choice: both scales should be 2 octaves 
2. Chromatic scale (full range) Low E-High Bb 
3. Yiddish Dances, Movement 2, Square 19-Square 22 
4. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Pick-up to Letter N-Letter O 
5. March to the Scaffold, Berlioz, No. 56-End 
6. Short sight-reading from repertoire 
 
Excerpt 1 
 

 
 
Excerpt 2  

 
 



 

Excerpt 3: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Bass Trombone 
1. 2 major scales of your choice 
2. Chromatic scale (full range) 
3. Yiddish Dances, Movement 1, Beginning-4 measures after Square 2 
4. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Letter S to the end  
5. Short sight-reading from repertoire 
 
Excerpt 1 

 
Excerpt 2 

 



 

 
Euphonium 

 
1. 2 major scales of your choice: 2 octaves with provided arpeggios 
2. Chromatic scale (full range) 
3. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Mm. 4-20 
4. Prelude by Shostakovich/Reynolds, Letter A-M. 22 
5. Short sight-reading from repertoire 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Excerpt 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Excerpt 2  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Tuba 
 
1. 2 major scales of your choice: 2 octaves with provided arpeggios 
2. Chromatic scale (full range) 
3. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Mm. 4-46 (skipping multi-measure rests) 
4. Symphony No. 9, Shostakovich , Pick-up to Square 95-Square 95 
5. Symphony No. 1, Mahler, Mm. 15-26 
6. Short sight-reading from repertoire 
 

 
 



 

Excerpt 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Excerpt 2 

 
Excerpt 3 

 
 



 

Percussion 
 

1. 2 major scales on Keyboards (xylo or marimba) 
2. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Timpani - Mm. 35-52 
3. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Drum-set (optional) - Beg-M. 33 
4. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Xylo (all) - Mm. 12-34 (Skip multimeasure rests and woodblock part) 
5. Lt. Kije Suite: I by Prokofiev, Snare - Excerpt A 
6. Short sight-reading from repertoire 
 
Excerpt 1  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Excerpt 2

 
 
 
 



 

Excerpt 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Excerpt 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Piano 
 

1. 2 scales of your choice 
2. Chromatic scale (full range) 
3. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Excerpt 1 
4. Brilliant Brushstrokes, Excerpt 2 
5. Little Threepenny Music, Weill, Movement 4: 
https://s9.imslp.org/files/imglnks/usimg/0/05/IMSLP885236-PMLP404144-WeillLilMusic.pdf 
Please use the score to learn the part for now!  
6. Short sight-reading from repertoire 
 
Excerpt 1  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://s9.imslp.org/files/imglnks/usimg/0/05/IMSLP885236-PMLP404144-WeillLilMusic.pdf


 

 
 
 
Excerpt 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Harp 

1.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes, Beginning-Letter A 
2.​ Brilliant Brushstrokes, Letter Q-M. 191 
3.​ Short sight-reading from repertoire 

 
Excerpt 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Excerpt 2 

 
 
 

 

 
 


