


Sacred Music
Studies
Undergraduate programs in the Townsend-McAfee Institute for Sacred Music 
are honors-level courses of study that connect students to real-world experiences 
while cultivating critical thinking and research based problem-solving skills. In addition 
to our classroom seminars, students are also encouraged to experience emersion 
courses such as ethnographic field-work at U.S.-based music festivals, performance 
and leadership in local congregations, or service-learning projects such as A Common 
Refrain in Morocco. Undergraduate programs include: 
	 •	 Bachelor of Arts with Concentration in Sacred Music
	 •	 Minor in Sacred Music
	 •	 Certificate in Sacred Music Studies

Our graduate programs are designed for students who are ready for the next level 
of their Sacred Music education. These rigorous and rewarding programs prepare 
leaders for a lifetime of service and worship, either as performers and practitioners 
(performance track) or as scholars and thought leaders (thesis track). For those 
who are committed to serving in a congregation as a vocation, we offer dual 
degrees in conjunction with McAfee School of Theology (requires acceptance to 
both schools). Graduate programs include:
	 •	 Master of Music in Sacred Music (Performance or Thesis)
	 •	 Master of Sacred Music (low-residency, hybrid)
	 •	 Certificate in Sacred Music (low-residency, hybrid)
	 •	 Master of Music in Sacred Music/Master of Theological Studies (Dual-Degree 

with McAfee School of Theology)
	 •	 Master of Music in Sacred Music/Master of Divinity (Dual-Degree with 

McAfee School of Theology)
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International Travel
Music students are active in traveling around the 
world using their musical gifts and talents. 
Through the University’s signature program, 
Mercer On Mission, music students have the 
opportunity to share their talents with people 
of different cultures and traditions. Mercer 
ensembles travel internationally giving students 
the opportunity to perform in historic locations 
across the globe. Most recently, Mercer 
Singers traveled to Normandy, France, and 
the Wind Ensemble toured England and 
Ireland. Students of the Robert McDuffie 
Center for Strings participate in the annual 
Rome Chamber Music Festival in Rome, Italy. 
Music students also travel to participate in 
international solo festivals and competitions.

International
Experiences
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Master of Music in Sacred Music
The Master of Music in Sacred Music degree is intended for 
talented persons who have completed an undergraduate degree 
in music and who want to enter an intense period of graduate 
professional study that will  prepare them for the practice of 
sacred music ministry.

Master of Sacred Music 
(low-residency, hybrid)
The Master of Sacred Music degree is a low-residency, hybrid 
degree that allows the student to continue serving their local 
congregation while taking courses online from sacred music 
professors and fellows from around the world.  There are 
two events on campus that students will attend each year to 
enhance their education and network in the world of music and 
worship leadership.

Artist Diploma
The Artist Diploma is a two-year, non-degree program that 
admits only the artistically gifted and motivated student who 
has completed a baccalaureate degree in music and has 
attained a level of artistry commensurate with professional 
performance standards.  The focus of the AD program is to 
achieve the highest level of performance and to allow the 
student to develop in both creativity and professionalism. 

Graduate Degrees

Master of Music in Performance
The Master of Music in Performance degree is designed 
for exceptional musicians who have completed an 
undergraduate degree in music and wish to pursue intensive 
graduate studies in solo performance (voice, piano,            
organ, instrumental).

Master of Music in Collaborative Piano 
(Vocal or Instrumental)
The Master of Music in Collaborative Piano allows 
talented pianists who have completed an undergraduate 
degree in music to enter an intense period of graduate 
professional study that will prepare them for a career in                   
collaborative piano.

Master of Music in Conducting
The Master of Music in Conducting is designed 
for exceptional musicians who have completed an 
undergraduate degree in music and wish to pursue intensive 
graduate studies in choral or wind band conducting.

The Graduate Studies Program at Mercer’s Townsend School of Music prepares musical artists for professional 
careers in performance, conducting and collaborative piano. In addition, we offer intensive preparation for 
careers in sacred music ministry through The Townsend-McAfee Institute. If you seek to be a professional 
conductor, performer, collaborative artist, or sacred music practitioner, we will help you achieve your goals.
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Music Scholarships
Townsend School of Music is pleased 
to announce the availability of 
scholarships for music majors, minors, 
and talented ensemble members. 
These scholarships are competitive 
and awarded by audition and 
admission to the School of Music.
Prospective students must apply 
to Mercer before scheduling                           
an audition. A complete financial 
package offer 
including academic 
merit, music 
scholarship, and 
financial aid will be 
assembled by the 
Office of Admissions.
undergrad.mercer.edu/apply-now

Fabian Distinguished Music Scholars Program
The Fabian Distinguished Music Scholars Program at Mercer University 
recognizes college-bound students whose abilities epitomize musical 
and leadership excellence. The character of a Fabian Scholar 
demonstrates a deep commitment to the musical arts while formulating 
and executing creative ideas to change the world. This philosophy is 
exhibited through a lifestyle of intellectual, musical and creative pursuits 
resulting in consistent personal motivation to provide superior musical 
experiences for the general community.

Benefits of the Fabian Scholarship —
	 •	 Full Tuition and Fees
	 •	 Campus Housing and Meal Plan
	 •	 Apple iPad
	 •	 Up to $4,000 Enrichment Stipend over four years (to support summer 

music programs, festivals, conference fees, unpaid internships, 
competition fees, etc.)

All students intending to major in music who complete an outstanding audition 
will be considered for the prestigious Fabian Scholarship. 

Jubilee Artists Series
Through the generosity of Jo Phelps Fabian and the Fabian Center for   
Musical Excellence, the Jubilee Artists Series features leading international 
artists performing concerts that are low cost to the general public, 
making the best music available to all. In the last few years, 
Townsend School of Music has welcomed artists such as 
Branford Marsalis, The King’s Singers, Imani Winds,         
Chanticleer, and VOCES8 to the beautiful Fickling Hall.

Scholarships

Auditions
All students interested in admission and 
scholarships for Townsend School of 
Music must complete a music audition 
for the faculty. The 
School of Music 
hosts several music 
auditions throughout 
the spring. Audition 
information is 
available at 
music.mercer.edu/admissions/auditions

Imani Winds Residency



1501 Mercer University Drive
Macon, GA 31207

Did you know?
There are endless opportunities for Mercer music students.                        
They perform in venues from the historic Piedmont Grand Opera House 
in Macon to Carnegie Hall in New York City. Mercerians join forces with 
international students to make music all over the world, from exploring 
cultural music in Morocco to celebrating the 80th anniversary of the 
Normandy landings in France. These unique experiences are in addition 
to over 100 local performances open to the community.

music.mercer.edu
Scan for audition schedules and more about 

Townsend School of Music at Mercer University.


